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Zoe LIU

Zoe Liu was born and raised in Hong Kong and currently resides in Honolulu,
Hawai‘i. Liu graduated with a BFA from the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa, with
Outstanding Undergraduate Awards in Drawing and Digital Imaging. She
currently worked as a teaching artist at Honolulu Museum of Art School. Her
works have been showcased in Hawai‘i, Chicago, Portland and Las Vegas. She
recently took part in a two-person exhibition Let’'em Flee (2017) in the Hawaii
Pacific University Gallery and also participated in “Art at Large”(2017),
Construction Barricade Mural at University of Hawai‘i at Manoa.

Yet grew up in Hong Kong and received higher education in United States, art
gives Liu a different perspective and allows her to communicate in a visual
manner, without the barriers of language. She primarily employs ink,
watercolor, pastel, charcoal and gesso on paper and investigates existential
guestions, social contradictions, and education issues. In particular issues about
silencing and forced-feeding education style.



Let’em Play Series, 2017-2018:

This series is focus on bringing awareness to the public (esp. Asian community)
of letting children to explore the world through play. Playtime is an integrative
role for children’s development before they enter their adulthood. When
children play, they solve problems and experience themselves as competent
and masterful individuals. Through free play, children are able to discover and
invent solutions to challenges.

In this series, | am questioning how do we keep that fun, childlike freedom well
and never let age or high-pressure education style extinguish the fire of our
inner child?

Watermelon ball in this series represents the innocence, uncompetitive,
simplicity moment that we all longing for, it is why the ball is always the eye
catching focus in the artworks. Children are faceless symbolized the collective
society where individualism is not fully encouraged. Figures here are soulless-
like in grey tones and transparent looks, it is because of the spirits are
suppressed and crushed by the society expectation as well as heavy workloads,
but the hidden pastel child-like colors in the background are giving the hope on
foreseeing and promising to bloom once these children reach the ball (which
metaphor the freedom).
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Let’em Play!



76 x 152 cm | 2018 | Ink, Charcoal, Ink, Charcoal, Pastel, Watercolor on Paper

Let’s kick off the Adventure
Idea behind this work:

Children in this generation unfortunately lived in a very comparative world.
Especially Asian children, their daily schedule are unbelievably tight with back to
back classes, tutors and extra curricular activities to “push/develop their
potential”. Education in the early age becomes the extremely important entry
point as to enhance later social status, parents treated grades and trophies
extremely serious sometime as parents worry their kid will be left behind and
affect their “future”. It is very understandable but even UNICEF reminds and
encourages “Every child should has right and enjoy at least one hour of free play
each day for their healthy development” (https://youtu.be/j6RvnwZRs0Q).

In this work, | depict these kids are going to kick this watermelon ball for the
very FIRST time and begin their adventure of this free play journey together,
and leave the composition paper (Homeworks, busyness) behind. | wanted to
depict and adopt the idea of anticipation in this piece. The heaviness of stress
and workloads are suppressing the beauty of innocence and purity as being a
child as the ink splash are suppressing the childhood colors in the image yet are
ready to bloom once the ball is kicked.


https://youtu.be/j6RvnwZRs0Q
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76 x 152 cm | 2018 | Ink, Charcoal, Ink, Charcoal, Pastel, Watercolor on Paper

Let them be Kids
Idea behind this work:

For this piece, | wanted the lines to be very loose and fade in and out within the
shapes in order to create the figure looks like in motion and also follow the
rhythm with the ink strokes. | kept the value a little less contrast, also it is to
match the ink strokes value. For the right side, the books and papers are subtly
flowing in the air, it represents the freedom from the heavy homework and the
schedule, exam papers, etc....the works and pressure that brings kids
"success". | presented flowing papers in the air to create illusion of space and
add on more movement to the piece. They are purposely created with very
loose contour lines, so it won’t steal the focus from the main figures and the
watermelon ball.

This image also was mainly picturing about these two kids are trying to reach
the hope, the goal, the freedom together in the chaos. | was trying to capture
the emotion and engagement while the figures are playing and moving in the
same direction together.




76 x 152 cm | 2018 | Ink, Charcoal, Ink, Charcoal, Pastel, Watercolor on Paper

Let’s Break the Hectic
Idea behind this work:

This piece captured that moment and action of a child kicked the watermelon
ball across the playground. It symbolized a breakthrough, an attempted to break
through the mist of busyness and his own comfort zone. Busyness/Hectic
represented by the Chinese composition paper (Ff54%) and the “comfort
zone” represented by the pink area on the ground. The act is brave and bold,
also very fulfilling. This piece of work is inspired by a new term in Hong Kong: 7.
It ~ }27E, translated as "Downshifting" lifestyle.



76 x 152 cm | 2018 | Ink, Charcoal, Ink, Charcoal, Pastel, Watercolor on Paper

Play! Play! Play!
Idea behind this work:

In Asian countries, most dads work long hours and very hard for the family. But |
saw and believed Kids has been really lack of " father's love", the love of deep
interaction, which is so important in child development. In this piece, | showed
the dad is spending quality play time with his son, dad's gesture is bowing down
into kid's level, and i emphasized on big hands and muscular body to show the
identity of a father, providing protection and security. This piece approached in
a different feeling than last few pieces, | wanted to freeze the moment of
togetherness between son and father, instead of spontaneous movement.






ART AWARD

2015

Outstanding Student Award in Drawing 2014-2015. University of Hawai'i at
Manoa, Department of Art and Art History. Honolulu, Hawaii

Outstanding Student Award in Digital Imaging 2014-2015. University of Hawai'i
at Manoa, Department of Art and Art History. Honolulu, Hawaii

2011
Boulder City Art Guild Scholarship. College of Southern Nevada. Las Vegas,
Nevada

2010

Honorable Mention Award. Scholastic Art & Writing Awards. Henderson,
Nevada

Second Place Award in the Category of Drawing. Wildlife of Red Rock Canyon
and the Mojave Desert Art Contest. Las Vegas. Nevada

Honorable Mention Award in the Category of Two-Dimensional Mixed Media.
“VOICE”. Clark County School District Juried Exhibition. Las Vegas, Nevada

2009

Honorable Mention. Boulder City Fine Art Festival. Boulder City, Nevada

Third Place Award in the Category of Drawing. “VOICE”. Clark County School
District Juried Exhibition. Las Vegas, Nevada



mfﬂg %1
RSB

BLINK GALLERY

Albert Chung
Mobile / Whatsapp: +852 9646 6686 WeChat: albert_929
Raymond Cheng
Mobile / Whatsapp: +852 9275 0028 WeChat: raymondcheng3
info.blinkgalleryhk@gmail.com
www.blinkgalleryhk.com

Copyright@2018 All rights reserved by BLINK Gallery



