B 8% - (§

)
AR N
,ig <k
A
fMjA

2

’ (
‘ ‘

) \ Y S Av
Béx /'iA; L'th’ VT

S

sy

B O

=
W11+
|

>

=

o

Dl 7/
wsiyppng

T
IR LT

BLINK GALLERY



W15 Y M eenTsE Y
-

+ %
*

KWL R AE A

KW Y B HBEEE RIS YL
%°ow AN AN

OB e 2000 0 ozazeeiil
LA T 2000007 116 H

GO R A SN

CRTHEGHR, A RS
“.

JM I, FHRAR SIREEHEAR T RN
BUHAFF0T N o QNRA, ARTRTRMIEY,

# b
IR R

HILUHEE. ot

L)
§ i

FHAANH 2

TUEY.

L. S, Er. £, I, kb
Ui, ML EY P NET R L.

BB BHERI[EEE Figure for certificate of invention patent



BRF AR (AT - 1946 )

NS BT - SRREEE A > 1946 FEA LS o TIURERHS i
REMERRE > BiARE R AVIBERFINEER - DIPEEGOKESE BB O
B WAETHRE R RIREE IR TE » AP PasE Gy TEEFin, £
WES MR SE SR PAIERIE - JEGRIEIPEEE AT - 1989 HAth st iE Bl =
FEERTE-" e, EHCEENESE ES e E R tEFE L > &
TEFHEMAIRY, » SUVKEGEMIE - SHEGEFENHERTES - E408
R T TEES A ERER

‘BB XA TR MG, N DR RAZRREKRME - Em T
&L 10 R > REIK R ZERHERTFE AU - SRR EARR > S
SHIENE AR Lo UM B B LG REVRCR - EAERYAEEE - 1R
FIPIEEHAVER - B 1989 FEAHEE" £S5 > EERATHHERE 2R
%

Zheng Xi-lin (Beijing, b.1946-)

Zheng Xi-lin, grew up in Beijing. He studied at China Central Academy of Fine
Arts (CAFA) when he was 14 years old. His master is a famous Professor Jiang
Zhaohe. He is a Chinese artist who played a leading role in the reform process of
Chinese figure painting. He takes an actively actions to accept the concept of
western painting style with the big change of culture. In 1989, he developed
"Affixed with Titanium-gold" materials in his paintings. He successfully restored
this ancient Chinese painting technique. This material makes the flower works
shine, makes the landscape painting magnificent and makes the Buddhist
painting more solemn and gorgeous...

Traditional Chinese paintings become more brilliant and three-dimensional
effect. Viewed from different angles, you can also see the bright and dazzling
effect. Since 1989, the paintings have not appeared fade phenomenon.
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CRAFTED PERFECTION: RE-INVENTING THE CLASSICS: ZHENG XILIN & 7 %

by Marianne Yeo

Photo courtesy of HK Art Gallery Association

This New Year 2016 in a private, modern gallery in Hong
Kong, | saw the most exquisitely executed Chinese and
Tibetan paintings shimmering with "gold dust". | had seen
similar fine Imperial Chinese art in the National Palace
Museum, Taipei. But this “golden” version was new to

me. Was this a contemporary interpretation of an ancient
Silk Road experience impressing pilgrims centuries ago
on entering a Dun Huang cave, its walls covered with
gilded murals? Or was it the experience of a medieval lay-
person viewing for the first time illuminated manuscripts
with rich jewel colours and gold-leaf pages? The paintings
| saw were Tibetan-style thangkas, majestic Chinese
mountain landscapes, Chinese beauties in garden
settings, and huge Chinese peony flowers with insects. All
were perfectly drawn in fine detail and delicately painted
in the Beijing studio of Zheng XiLin %75 ff . Some of the
Chinese paintings included his poems in fine calligraphy.

| found the precision spectacular, the style pleasing and
mannered.

In Chinese painting, it is rare for an artist to specialise and
excel in more than one branch of Chinese art: figures,
landscapes, birds and flowers, but all these pictures

had been painted by the same person. Within a highly
disciplined art form, practised in a strictly regulated
environment, Zheng XiLin expanded the creative
boundaries and artistic possibilities through diligence
and innovation while still maintaining a classical Imperial
Chinese “palace” artistic tradition. His work has been
described as a "national treasure”, certified worthy of
"International Diplomatic Gift" status, and is collected by
statesmen and royalty.

Zheng Xilin is associated with various organisations,
often as a board member, that are committed to classical
painting and calligraphy, such as the Chinese Painting
and Calligraphy Research Centre, the Chinese Arts and
Crafts Association, the Institute of Chinese Painting

and Calligraphy, the Huai Su Painting and Calligraphy
Institute, the International Artists Association, and the
Chinese Painting and Calligraphy Association.

Zheng Xilin learnt the traditional technique of scroll
painting from famous teachers: Fan Zen and Professor
Jiang Zhaohe at the Central Academy of Fine Arts in
Beijing. His remarkable work - the scroll paintings often
have a monumental dimension — can be seen in various
collections and has been exhibited in the United Nations
headquarters in New York and in a retrospective exhibition
in Berlin.

Some of the thangkas Zheng has created are held in
Buddhist temples in Tibet, Thailand, Taiwan, Singapore,
Malaysia, and China. He is the first Han Chinese to
receive international acclaim and recognition in this
specific field.

At my request, Mr Zheng agreed to an interview. We sat
side by side on a sofa and, through the kind assistance of
two interpreters, he told me his life story. Here is a brief
account:

| was born in 1946 in Beijing. | was precocious for my

age and when | was four years old, | started school (the
usual age was seven years old). When | was five years
old, | already knew | wanted to be an artist. | remember
often visiting my maternal grandmother who worked in the

* Source from Friends of the Art Museum, the Chinese University of Hong Kong
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costume department of a Peking Opera troupe. | admired
all the beautiful motifs she hand embroidered in silk
thread onto the clothes. This was my inspiration.

When | was 14 years old, | entered the prestigious Beijing
Academy to study Chinese portrait and figure painting.
This is the most difficult discipline in Chinese art. | was
lucky, as each year only four candidates are selected from
all over the country and my teacher, Zhang Jiao He was
highly regarded. | graduated after four years, but as | was
still young, | decided to study Chinese landscape painting
for two years under Zhou Hai Min. Then, | studied bird
and flower painting for one year under another master. |
had seven years of formal education in Chinese art from
three eminent teachers

My father died when | was 15 years old, so | knew from
a young age that | had to work hard to secure my future.
On graduation, | married my childhood sweetheart. We
have one daughter and two grandsons (twins). My wife is
a writer.

Previously a three-dimensional gilding technique had
been used to make paintings more gorgeous and
outstanding. This ancient technique was complicated and
time consuming (the process included slowly boiling pork
skins for days with yellow clay) and by the Song Dynasty
the practice had fallen into disuse. | searched for ten
years to find a better way. When | visited the USA in 1979,
I found this hexagonal "golden glitter" made of titanium.

| then designed and patented a Chinese brush/ fountain
pen device to apply the golden glitter to paintings.

My life changed in 1989 when | was sightseeing at

the Emerald Temple in Bangkok. A high ranking monk
approached me. He said | had the face of a great
Buddhist artist and urged me to paint Buddhist art. At the
time, | dismissed his statement. But a year later, | met

a follower of the Panchen Lama who asked me to paint
his portrait. He liked the portrait so much he taught me
everything he knew about the conventions and techniques
of thangka painting. He also commissioned me to paint
for his Tibetan Buddhist temple in GanSu. I did this for a
couple of years: thus my interest in Buddhist art began.

| wanted to learn more, so in 2001 [ travelled to every
important Buddhist site in China. | also visited Nepal to
observe the terrain, the fauna, the vegetation, fruits, and
flowers; to see what Buddha might have seen as a young
boy. | needed to know what a Bodhi tree looked like and
how it grew.

This is my third visit to Hong Kong. | am pleased that my
thangkas are appreciated here.

| am regarded as an artistic genius in China. My unique
gold paintings attempt to meld the highest quality
craftsmanship with the highest level of fine art. It takes
me two months to paint a Tibetan Buddhist thangka and
two weeks to paint a Chinese painting. I enjoy my work
and | hope my paintings bring beauty and joy to viewers.

Some people have remarked that they get a powerful
feeling from looking at my paintings.

| am 69 years old. Only one of my grandsons shows
artistic tendencies. But | am happy that they live close to
me in Beijing so | can see them often. | have taught eight
pupils and passed down the secrets of the gold painting
technique to the last three.

White Tara "1 £} , a thangka painting
in Tibetan Buddhist tradition by Zheng XilLin
Image courtesy of Blink Gallery

A selection of Zheng's work will be displayed on May 21st

and 22nd, 2016 at the ground floor of the Hong Kong

Cultural Centre, Tsim Sha Tsui to mark Buddha's Birthday.

The exhibition is free and open to the public.

* Source from Friends of the Art Museum, the Chinese University of Hong Kong
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Cert of the State Council of the People's Republic of China specially hired artist
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Awards

Zheng Xi-lin was appointed as the State Council of the People's Republic of China
specially hired artist. He has participated in numerous local and overseas art
exhibitions, and has won numerous awards in different art competitions
included Shanghai China Records, China Ordnance Industry Department, the
United Nations awards.
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Collection & Auction

Zheng Xi-lin’s works are collected by the Leadership of the People's Republic of
China, Beijing Yonghe Temple, Allen Neoh Weng Wah (King of the Royal Grand
Duchy of Borneo), M.L. Supab Pramoj (Prince of Thailand) (, Enterprises and
private collectors like as Bank of China (Hong Kong), Some living Buddha, The
Buddhist Association of China, Chinese Temple, Assistant Secretary-General of
the United Nations - Awni Behnam......

His paintings were sold on Auction event such as “Buddha” Thangka - 1.1 million
yuan, "Mountain" Chinese fine landscape painting - 2 million yuan, “Guan Shi
Yin" Thangka - 1.2 million......

Information from : Artron -http://auction.artron.net/paimai-art0002096253/
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"Affixed with Titanium-gold" and Thangka

Zheng Xi-lin integrates "Affixed with Titanium-gold" techniques with Tibetan
Thangka (Tibetan Buddhist painting), the painting with a solemn and
distinguished feeling. His works are collected by the Beijing Yonghe Temple,
some living Buddha, The Buddhist Association of China, Chinese Temple .....



100 x 65 cm | ZAAOO1 | Thangka HE<: =
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Guan Shi Yin (the thousand-arms, thousand-eyes)

She is Goddess of Mercy and perceives the Sounds of the World.

Guan Shi Yin has an eye in the palm of each hand, each eyes also has reiki and
detail. When Dr. Zheng added the gold line on the Thangka, It strengthens the
divine appeal of the Thangka.




100 x 65 cm | ZAA0O2 | Thangka W& FHF
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Medicine Buddha
He is in charge of Buddhism Oriental World

A physician who can cure three unwholesome roots

(Greed, Hatred and Ignorance).
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100 x 65 cm | ZAA0O3 | Thangka HE4: =
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White Tara

Zheng Xi-lin's "White Tara", the proportion of the statue of Buddha is basically
used the traditional Thangka drawing procedure law.

The unique techniques let us experience the visual effect of the golden light, the
characters depict more beautiful expressive and dignified than the traditional
picture.
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63.5 x50 cm | ZAA0O4 | Thangka Tl



SER
SR BHE R R M et S
BEEIEA R — AR RS TF,
MBS R A R T HUGRE B Ry SERE (AR B -

ERRYRGE - R H R
Fo5E VAR - B AR e -
FRAREE 8 - (AL R SR
FERBIE AR A - HaPEARE U A
FETHIRIFTE S > G TR tRED -
EREEWEUE R - LT IUSTEIRT -

Green Tara
She is the incarnation of the Guan Shi Yin.
This painting is different from the general painting,

The skill of "Affixed with Titanium-gold" to make her more beautiful and
dignified and virtuous.



68.5 x 41 cm | 2014 HI4F | ZAAOOS | Chinese Fine Painting i< T 453 - Reel il




Bttt E

PHECE e > e EATPe i - ke R B ERAK  (MACHET ~ 2% Bl
fficn > BERIREE - HE LGGIIRR - SHI S SENP R E R -

25 A T AR R B 2 o A S B A R R

FERUKHTHEEE -

| AR LB

Guan Shi Yin
She is Goddess of Mercy and it is fiercely loving and protective.

Zheng Xi-lin painted the golden thread, making the image of the Guan Shi Yin
more gentle and compassionate. He wrote "Heart Sutra" and painted "Guan Shi
Yin” on the same golden sheet, it's a great master's style.




71 x 145 cm | 2014 H14F | ZAAOOQ9 | Chinese Fine Painting 4 T 565
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Lotus World
Buddhist holy flowers are called "lotus" in Buddhist scriptures.
The Buddhist kingdom is called the Lotus World.
The lotus grows unsullied from mud.
Even when it grows in the mud, it's so clean and elegant.

Probity, honesty, honor and integrity all mean uprightness of character or action.

VA

BRFSARAYE /2§ HEEIERE ST Zheng Xi-lin's Calllgraphy comely and beautiful
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When | met Zheng Xi-lin ...

| deeply understand why Zheng Xi-lin will be praised as " Buddha is painting the
Buddha ". Dongzhi (solar term — 22 Dec. 2014) is an important day for family
reunion. | met Dr. Zheng that day, he spent a whole day with me to sharing and
exchange of ideas. Finally, | have be invited to join the Dongzhi dinner with his
family. | appreciate that He's kind and caring for me.

Zheng Xi-lin can draw the high quality of the golden thangka of the Buddha, not
only he have the painting technology, but also he have a personal self-
cultivation, a good heart and the profound understanding of Buddhist teachings.

BLINK Gallery Albert Chung
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